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THE
PROJECT

Modelli / Models 

… models to be copied and imitated

… models for 

technological 

design

- between teachers and students

- between theories and reality

- between different cultures

- between various fields of 

knowledge

… theoretical models 

for research

… models for 

teaching

bridges



THE
PROJECT

Models

A Journey through Disciplines and Cultures

A 2025 third-mission project funded

by the University of Padua

Carried out by

▪ Department of Physics and Astronomy (DFA)

▪ Department of Information Engineering (DEI)

▪ Department of Industrial Engineering

▪ University Centre for Museums (CAM)
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THE
PROJECT

Models

A Journey through Disciplines and Cultures

The temporary exhibition

Modelli. Il sapere in 3 dimensioni

Models. Knowledge in 3 dimensions

• Organised at Giovanni Poleni Museum, Department of Physics and Astronomy 

• Open from May 2025 to May 2026

• Explores how, besides books, instruments, illustrations, 3-D models played a 

crucial role in the creation and diffusion of knowledge in all fields
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THE
PROJECT

Models

A Journey through Disciplines and Cultures

The temporary exhibition

Modelli. Il sapere in 3 dimensioni 

Models. Knowledge in 3 dimensions

• Explores how, besides books and illustrations, 3-D models played a crucial

role in the creation and diffusion of knowledge in all fields..

• … from the first models of the Universe to anatomical models, from physics

to engineeering models, etc…

• Connected to the creation of the various university cabinets

• Documents the history of university teaching and research

in Padua and beyond

• Documents the history of Padua

• It is the result of a great collaboration involving many

colleagues of the Center for Museums

• Many objects were displayed here for the first time

• Accessibility and inclusion key elements of the display



An exhibition for everyone



An exhibition for everyone
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Models

A Journey through Disciplines and Cultures

The seminars

Dal modello all’applicazione 

From models to application

• Propose itineraries through time and ideas, exploring crucial turning points for the scientific, 

technological and social developments 

• Mix abstract concepts and concrete applications, as well as history and vision for the future

• For the public, for students, for the National Council of Italian Engineers

THE
PROJECT



THE
PROJECT

Models

A Journey through Disciplines and Cultures

The theatre piece

Caravanserraglio 

Caravanserai

Idea was proposed within the project Science from the Islamic world to today's Europe

- A 2022-23 3rd-mission project of the Department of Physics and Astronomy

- A one-year project about the “multiculturality” of science 

- “mixed” working groups made of  PhD students and members of the local 

community, mainly foreigners, in particular from the local Islamic community





28

A theatre piece entitled “Caravanserai”, 

focusing on the astrolabe as a paradigm

of the multiculturality of science. 



We then involved

• Centro di Sonologia Computazionale (CSC) of the 

Department of Information Engineering (DEI)  

• Other composers from various countries

• Professional theatre company (TAM TeatroMusica)
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So, to conclude…

- Models are not only multifaceted key elements in university 

research and teaching

- They have a great potential to diffuse knowledge in society, 

stimulate curiosity, discussions, reflections and critical 

thinking

- With this project, we are exploring part of this potential

- Trying to use models to set up new bridges between various 

sectors of knowledge, between cultures and people

Performances  of Caravanserraglio scheduled as of now

• 17 and 18 October (theatre in Arcella)

• 29 November  (Department of Physics and 

Astronomy)

• 12 December (Carcere Due Palazzi - Padua prison)
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