MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH UNIT

Telephone : WY I5 CHAUCER ROAD,
Cambridge 55294 FeaieT CAMBRIDGE

15th January, 1959.

Professor Fabio Metelli,
Istituto Di Psicologia,
Corte Arco,

Valaresso 11,

ITALY.

My dear Metelli,

Very many thanks for your good wishes for the New Year.
I hope that 1959 may be a very good year for you too,

From time to time I have got a few more records from the
experiment about "pulling", the material of which you sent me. As
far as I have gone, it seemsto me that most people simply report
that the small squares move in towards the sector. Very few say that
the sector is pulling them in, and fewer still seem to regard the
Squares as having some kind of internal activity which itself urges
them in. However, I shall try and get some more records, and when
I 3hink that I have enough I will get them analysed and send the
results to you.

You will remember that some time ago I promised to send you, if
I could get it, an abstract of a Ph.D. which had been written by a
Greek student, Dr. Houssiadas, now I believe at Athens. I got this
yesterday, and here is a copy. You may find it of interest. It
seemed to me that the experiments were quite good, and as far as I can
Judge his results are definitely repeatable. As to the interpretations
there must still, I think, be a little doubt. When I was in Louvain
in September last, I had quite a lot of talk with Michotte about these
and other matters, but he has been so disturbed by the unexpected and
sudden death of his wife that he has to a very large degree lost his
interest in these experiments and is very apt now to say '"Well, I don’t
know what will happen. I have done my part, and it must be left for
posterity to decide". But of course, he may recover all his old
elasticity again. I don't know, but I don't think it is very likely.

Very kind regards to you and to your wife and daughter. I hope
that we may see you this Summer in Cambridge if that is still in your
planse

Yours s%ncerely,

A e
{J ér[lr)b_‘_

P.p.F.Ce Bartlett.
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161 me ornd.
Dear Fabio,

As you have yourself suggewted I do, in fact, find the
article about perceptual trensparency, none too easy reading. This
is not because of its English, which is pretty good all the way
through and does not stand in need of very much alteration. It is
partly, I think, because I have not got the original references to
which you refer to hand, and partly for other reasons which I will
try to state now.

l. Obviously before separate publication the references
to other work, especizlly to Koffka énd Heider must be given, and
a rédther fuller summary of the earlier paper of yours to which you refer
in the firct sentence of this one..

2. I agree that the Koffa-Heider hypothesis seems far-fetched
and thit propably what you call the "four-fields" hypothesis is a better
approach; but there still seem to be difficulties. ' :

3. All of your own experiments and discussion seem to be
conducted in achromatic terms: the epicostister, or other foreground, Fa
is a shade of wh3te-black, so is the "figure", or middle area, ans so ia ts
most underlying area, or ground.In view of the differences between L e
colour and achromatic perception, it seems to me rather unlikely that A
any single quantitative set of formulae will adequately cover all cases.
At anyrate surely this should be considered and experimentally
investigated.

4, T™the final section of your article I think something
more is needed to show how closely the actual experimental results that
you have obtained fit the numerical expressions of the theory.You do, I
believe, suggest that in come ceses the fit is approximate, but one
needs to know how approximate.

Speakinz very generally my feeling is that the paper is
interesting, though in a field that few people are working at now,
particularly in England, but that the exposition will need
further c¢onsideration in the ways I have indicated before publication
can be hoped for.

¢.
PR SSVCL

I thought it would be a2 good #hing t&;et some comments on tt
paper from somebody who is more immtd19t61§ in touch with
in Psychology than I now am, so I passed it on to Welford for
further comment. I enclosed 2 copy of the remarks I have made above,
asking him not to look at tdeéiuntil he had read your article.

He added some comments the substance of which 'is as follows:-




(1) He says that he "fully agrees" with what I have szid.
(2)Further results are needed from "groups of subjects". He thinks ##
Prrasrcnk W~ A OY
that this would yield "different fimmees different percentages of

subjects of those reporting transparency"

(ﬂThe paper could well be "simplified" and some technicsl terms,

such as "figural neutrality" resuire explenation.
(4)"The dividing lines in the illustrations seem to Mntroduce somethi-
-ng of importance more than A,B, P and Q. Bwt he does not suggest what.
(5)He thinks the evidence indicates that "the one e: entfgl sty
condition for seeing transparency is that P should be less. then Q. The
transparency effect is increased if A is less than P or B equals Q, but
is still present to some extent if A eauals P or B equals D.ﬂ /&
He adds that he expects to be visiting you next month a2nd hopes to
have the chance of talking over the peper with you.
I should like to 2dd, very tentatively, that I Chouldﬁlike to
some a2attempt made to discover if there are other conditions which
yive a transparency effect, or one like it. It has seemed to me that in g
general the search for different objective conditions which can give rise
to more or less comparable sensory effects is nearly zlways worth
while Is ithecessary, for example, to have A, P, Q and B rimultvneouvly
prerenf? What sort of an effect might you get id they were exposed, in <
some order, succeswively at rapid speed, and fho succession repeated a numer
of times? I would like to §§§L more than just bﬁe cuantitative study can t
tell pbouwshat probzbly actually happens in order to produce the
appearance of transparency. What this amounts to is that I would like to
see somewhat more attention given to the underlying biologieal (perheps
physiologicel) conditions.
I hope you will not be in any way discouraged by all this. 1 think
the study in interesting 2nd original, and 1| hope you will be able to
go on with it. Lf you will consider these and other metters which 1
deresay you have in your own mind, I would like to see the result, and

the ouestion of the minor chenges in expression thet moy be desirable can
be taken up then.




I wonder whether you have gone off to Ethiopia yefor may be there

now. I hope you enjoy it anyway. We had a letter from Rachel Mioli the obir

other d?y in which she s2id you had probably decided to accept the
invitation. It should be a wonderful experience: I can remember how
vastly I enjoyed my visit to a very different part of Africa many
years ago.

We are tting much nicer weather now, mild though with rather a lot
of rain. The ?pling flowere are rapidly coming into bloom,
and the grass of the lawn, which has kept green all the winter, will
very soon need its weekly cutting.

As you know by now your wine got great praise from the
Fellows of St. John's.

Very kind regards to your wife, and to Clodia and Mark, and we both
hope you are wlll and not overmuch pressed with uninteresting work

Ever yours,

4
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161 Huntingdon Road,
Cambridge, England,
Dec 9 1965.
My dear Fabio,
In a day or two I hope to pack up and send to you
a picture book for Christmas. It is a very poor and inadenuate
return for all your kindness to us, but I hope that you and your
wife ans perhaps Mark and Clodia too may enjoy turnipg over the
pages, though the originals of very many of &kes éﬁﬁ; from Italy

and you will almost certainly be familiar with them.I hope that

you will a%%agave a Vcr*nappy Chrdstmas and a good’prosperoup and

enjoyable Jgr¥ to follow. We are, according to your suggestions,
letting our wine rest and recover from its journey, but 1 expect
that by the timg~Christmas is here it will be back to full life
again, and we shall be able to enjoy it with our other Christmas
fare. As 1 said when I wrote last time you had arranged everything
perfectly, and it all came through as you said it would. I was rather
planning to send you a record, or records,of singing by St Jopn's
choir, which is a remarkably good choir just now, but the p%ﬁble here
said they could not undertake 2ny responsibility for seeing that the
import duty was paid at this end. However I shall try again one day,
and maybe it can be arranged, for I am sure you would enjoy
listening to some of these reproducings.

I wonder why 1 Wrote to you about "beetles"? Maybe it was becalyse
I don't like them, either their appearance or their products, and
rather class them wi¢h Black-beetles for whom I never have had a
great deal of love. I think the Beatle craze anyway is passing, its
main interest guywey having been psychological and like some
outbreak of the Middle Ages. When we were boys we used to be told
never to step on a black-beetle, because if we did the next day it
would be sure to rain. I am afraid I tried various experiments about
this, but, as with many other experiments nothi%{got proved. I wonder
if you also in Italy had this bit of folk lore?

We have had an abnormal amount of cold aq&snowy weather in England

S



since the winter began, and needless to say I don't like it. It

ie all wrong, according to the English proverbs, but I much prefer a
"green" Christmas. Now I am looking out on a dull and cluudy sHy,

and it has been raining so much during tie night than there are large

podls of water in the front of the house. But at least it is mild

n
again, and I hope it may stay so. We now have "long distance forecasts

and these say it will be cold, but they are often wrong.

The first of the Cambridge teaching terms came to an end
last Friday, but of course this makes hardly any difference to me
now a days. The great Oxford v. Cambridge rugger match was played,
in fine weather remarkable to say, last Tuesday, and seems to have
been a terrific rough game in which all the players were more
interested in knocking every opponent about than in anythin else.
It ended in a draw of five points each.

It seems as if I may have to move from my present room at
St.John's which I shall greatly regret, for I have had it for a long ¥
time, and as you know it is a pleazsant one. But the College has
recently sold some land and one of the Fellows who has been living
outside may have to come into College. If I do move I hope I
can find a place nearer to the front Gate, with all the room 1
need for books and furniture, and on the ground floor. This seems
unlikely but we shall have to see.

I hope now that everything is flourishing with you and the
family, that Padua is wermer and finer than Cambridge, and that Christs
mas will bring you all kinds of good things to enjoy, and the New
Year peace and great prosperity.

Mary and Denis both send you their love,

Yours affectionately




161 Hunti Bdpoidgdon Road,
Cambridge, FEngland.
Nov 19 1966.

Dear Fabio,
We have been very much worried and concerned to know

what may hsve happened to you all during the tempests, gales, floods

and disasters that have fallen upon your part of Italy this late

autumn. So far as I have seen reports in the English papers there has

been no record of severe damage to Padova, and it may be (I hope so0)

that you have escaped the worst of the damage. .But you must, I

should think, have been surrounded by disaster, and thrown into

great pertugbation by all the accumulating trouble. According to

pictures which we have seen of Venice, the spot where we used to have

lunch almost daily must have been several feet undcr water, and wve

think that our very nice hotel must have been severely flooded.

The latest reports are of renewed storm and rain and the possibility

of even more extensive floods. We offer you all our sincere

sympathy, though that, alas, is worth little, and hope that you

ave survived without very heavy doss, or illness.

It may even be, we think, that you and your wife have escaped
the direct and shattering experiences by being far away in Etﬁio}ia.
But if so that will still have left you worried and anxious about
the others. When you have the time and the energy to tell us
we should like to kndw something of ycur experiences in these almost
unprecedented troubles.

Cambridge, of course, is a safe refuge from most troubles, both
natural” and human. The summer here was rather cool and with a good dea
of rain, but there were many fine intervals, especially when Hugh
and his wife were here in June. A good mdny years ago now we were for
a week or two seriously threatened with inuddation from the Wash
and by way of the East Coast generzslly. Many of the dykes built
years earlier by the Dutch people who came over were burst by
storms and high tides, and deep floods spread widely over the
fens. But they went down before they reached Cambridge, and
following this the sea defences were vastly strengthened so that
there has never been any serious threat of this kind since.

Ybu will have gathered, perhaps, from the card I sent you that
we, with Denis, had a rather belated holiday in Scotland this year.

It was an uncualified success. We took a car train to Perth and then

Denis drove north with various stopping places, to a2 little

village czlled Balmacara, on the coast of Ross, in the North West.

This is a lovely spot, not far from a ferry across to the island of Sk

Mpryjand I have had several holidays in Skye, but Denis had naver o

been' there. We went across this time on a lovely sunny day and renewed

pleasant memories. Balmacara is on the shore of one of the

Svottish lochs, and with splendid mountain country, and several
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early a month ago, and just about the right time, for since then the
2 yS have deteriorated and there have been rain, snow and frost in Scot
-land.

It was in Swotland, at Pitlochry, that I acaieved my 80th
birthday, and when we got back here we found a lot of cards and
messages of greeting waiting for me. The Unit made me a lovely gift
of a very fine cinema projector. Hug) sends us filme and recordings from
Australia, and we had two packets of these waiting, records of his
round the world trip last summer. Most of these we have now viewed to F
our very great interest. I expect sometime this month I shall have
some off-print copies of the first lecture given in my name last July.
If I do I will remember to send you one, and perhaps to comment on it
a bit. I think the imtroductory remarks, about me, are very generous,
and the bulk of the lecture, about linguistics (a current fashion in
psychology here and in America) very interesting, but I cannot altogethly
agree with the approach adopted. However I cam better say more of that
later.

I have heard once from Signora Cavazfutti who is in Michigan,
and .apparently well-pleased. I heer that Professor Morton has gone
off to California, and I am rather sorry about that for he seemed
well disposed to her. He was here for a few days in the summer, and
I sew him again, after a long interval since we had met in U.S.A.
As you will knoe I also had some conversation with yow student who
is working in Edinburgh. I thought he was attreactive and clever, and I
much hope that his projected work on Fatigue will be successful.

Please give our kind regards to youe wife, to Claudia, to
Marco and to your mother-in-lsw.. I hope that they, and you, are all
in good health, and not seriously affected by Italy's storms. Als
remember us to your secretary. I have not forgotten that I s2id
I would send her some more stamps, and I will try to do this before
Christmas comes. I think our Postmaster General has gone mad about
stamp issues and keeps on producing new designs, most of them hideous.

W herever you are you have our warm greetings, and I hope that all
your work is proceeding well, and that y¥ou are gradually winning the
supposr that you ought to have from your University and your
psychological and other colleagues.
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161 Huntingdon Road,

Cambridge, FEngland.

el " May 27 1967.
‘/( /{)» At ’L'!

Dear Fabio,
It is again high time that I produced a letter for you,

for it is now quite a long time since I got your last (and very

interesting) letter, describing, among ether things, your visit to

Ethiopia. I was very glad to know that you were able to undertake

this journey and that you enjoyed the experience. It seems as if you we

were kept pretty hard at work, and did not have very much time to relax

or to try out any psychological experiemhts on the less sophisticated

natives. However perhaps you will be making a return visit some

day with more knowledge of what to expect. But I ampfraid that part

of the world, like most of the rest of Africa, is ih a very disturbed

state. It does not seem that human beings learn very much about

how to control,either themselves or others to much advantage. I suppose

that, at a guess, about 70 or 80 percent of current psychological

research and publication are concerned with lesrning problems, but it

does not seem to jave much value either in helping folks to understand

the proresses of learning, or, in particular, what it is really

worth while making much effort to learn. As you will gather I am a bit

pessimistic about the ways things seem to be moving in the world

at the present time, and aboutithe people who are able to get the

upper-hand. However there seems to be very little that any ordinary

people can do about it, except to hope for the better.

Let me be a little more cheerful! Mary, I am glad to say, is very
much better than she was around Christmas time. I may have told you
already that she was threatened with a kind of pernicious anaemia and
retired to hospital for three weeks. Fortunately it was taken in
time, and now she is pretty well back to normal again, and given
reasonable care and occasional injections, should keep fif and active.
We had a rather wonderful winter, so far as the weather went, with
hardly any snow, and mostly rather warm days. But the Spring has
so far been particularly horrid, cod} and with prolonged successions
of thunderstorms. The garden looks very green and, from a judicious
distance, quite lovely, but close up views show masses of weeds which
neither I nor the gardener who comes more or less once a week can
control. . However the rsistent rain suits your hydrangea which can
flourish in any amount . water. The roses are not out in bloom yet,
except one dwarf one in the rockery, bu% there are buds and we will
have plenty of flowers in a week or so.

The tremendous new Cturt at St John's costing rather more .than a
million pounds, and the gift of one wealthy and philanthropic
family, was officialy opened about a fortnighgt ago. It ypoured with
rain before the ceremony began, and it poured with rain, when the
ceremony was over, but the sun shone brightly all the time the
proceedings were going on, and 1 suppose this should be regarded as a
g876 26°Boms"RePB A" TRIMMyIR0 PHEESR0uRRY £4D9BEYORYE! P
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in London. But of course this does not mean that we should not be
extremely gald to welcome you this year if you can manage it. Mary
and I and Denis hope to be paying another visit to Scotland in
September, but apart from that we expect to be here all the summer.
I hope to hear that your studies in Factor Analysis
have had a good reception, and are helping to develop the proper
trcatment of experimental results in Italy and elsewhere. I believe
that over here the method has had a greater influence in educational
circles than anywhere else. But for the moment there is, as you may
know such an awful lot of political dispute about how the education
of children and adolescents ought to be organised, that there is not
a great amount of energy left to apply the more scientific methods
of analysis. Many people have rather lost faith in the overriding
value of psybhological tests and the prognostic significance of theiY
results. It is rather out of my line and I canod tell whether this
is only a temporary set back or not. &

I do not know whether Miss Cavazzuti is back in Italy again by
now. I have had two or three cards from her from U.S.A., but m@tbing
much to indicate how she got on there. The last year's sales of Remember
ing were well up again. It astonishes me how students seem to
keep on buying it, for the C.U.Press keep om putting up the price
which is now £3 -far too much I think.If you should meet the young
lady I hope you will be able to encourage her to continue her own
work on the processes of remembering.

You will know that 0ldfield has gone to Edinburgh to direct
a group in the study of language psychological problems. R.G.

Gregory, whom also you have, I think, met here, is going to

Edinburgh too, to look into the question of artificial brains, or some4
thing of that sort -rather a futile study I think, but no doubt I

am prejudiced.

I trust that your wife's book is going well too, that Claudia back
home azain now I expect, is well and flourishing, and that Marco is
finding life not too bad. We had a dinner party last night, and
a bottle of your wine was greatly appreciated. This, perhaps, reminded
me that the time had come for a letter. Anyway our love and good
wishes to you all,

R
[ /
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161 Huntingdon Road,
Cambridge CB3 ODH.
England,

March 17 1969.

My dear Metelli, ; T

Last Wednesday we received a large cardéon from
Dolamore's who are, as you will no doubt know, Vine'Nerchpnts in
Cambridge. When I ‘opened it I found your message and also'a
dozen bottles of finr French Vintage wine.It is owwruhelmlngly.
good of you to send us this magnificent present, and I am afraid
we can make no adeguate respomse except to say a very £incere
"Thank you". We are familiar with some of this wine that you have
chocen and we like it immensely, and I have no doubt theat we shall
similarly enjoy all the rest. It is a splendid present.

3 1 wae also of course very happy to get your letter
s week earlier, tihough on reading it I reslised that you must haye
had, and perhaps still are having, a trying time. I am.not ¢urpr1§cd
to read that you propose to relinquish your work gt ?rlentg, fo; it
appears that the students there are particularly Oifllcglt and it must be
most uncstisfactory to have to teach only what they decide that they
want to hear. Cambridge has not reached that stage as yet, and I hope
it never will, but here also undergraduates are claiming more
chare in the running of the University and Colleges than they have
done before, and achieving some success in some quarters.

It seems a rather strange world that we live in,

with rioting, unruly processions, banner carrying and disagreements
all over the place. To judge by the televised versions of some of
these they are being largely led, or at least kept going, by young
people who find it fun to rebel against any form of control. Maybe
some time or other, and I hope not too long delayed ther may be a
reaction towards sanity. I hope it may come soon.

I wonder whether you have yet had any luck in your
hope to zet some help to pay the American visit that you menticened
in your letter. It seems to be less eagsy to get financial help to
0 there than it used to be. Have you got any particular place, or
persons, in mind that you would like to meet? I do know a fair
number of people in authority there and if I could do anything to
help to reinforce your claim I should naturally be pleased to try.

: We seem to be having a most prolonged winter,
ith more and deeper snow than we have had for several
Here it has not been terribly bad, but both North and

: South of us
there have been persistent frost and snow. Here it had been cold and
] after dgy very very dull. However I have got rid of my lumbago

a?c both reasonably well. Denis is still spending what fh;ro
~ “?SG.{hicg is‘pot veryAuuchz getting his flat rinCy for
His gd;torlal work is going mwery well so far as we can
1n oydney, has had a spell of »un

> which turned
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hospital with a wound
septic.But this also is
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is back home: and, T think, at work again.
I probably *‘told you that:the Penguin Books are reverting
t they call "Hardbacks", and have invited me to write one of them.
thought I would try a short volume mainly autpbiographical about
r“ther unconventional way in which I became a professional
what happened during the period when I was practicing
alty here, some comments perhaps of a criticazl nature on
some attempt to state my views about the probable developme
during the next few years. The SUOJ@Ct was approved and
9 first draft of the first chapter. If that also is approved I
”he:d. It will be something to fill up my time in the summer
ope, and may be of a little general interest. If it gets
Oein; printed I shall hope to send you a copy. But I don't
know whether I can put down what I want to say about our science in
a way that can be both understood and approved. At least it is an amusing

0% Recently I have book called In Aethioba with a
an Irishwoman's stor % r she did a ~er1n* trek from
Sea to Addig Abbal iving with the uetl\ﬂ r“nyle and
extremely fond c 1em ig a first rntr y and I think
well enjoy:rreading it but T don't know wt I shall be
get hold of WA , 3
I sometimes w ler whether the student who was going to work
in your Laboratory on some tigue problems ever got down to them,
> did-wirether he founfl anything interesting. Welford ‘rmd (
lelaide but whether

5
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161 Huntingdon road,
Cambridge CB% ODH.
Enzland 2L o
’gﬁtﬁ 14, L&
My dear Fabio, v

The year is speeding on and it is time I began to
think about my letters for Christmas. First therefore may I wish you all
a very happy Christmas, and a good New Vear less troubled with etrikes,
riots and general disorder than the last one has been.

Unfortunately about six or seven weeks ago I managed
to acquire some sort of an infection, and although this very quickly
disappeared I have been pretty much kept indoors by a prolonged:
spell of dull and inclement weather, and I have not been able to do
any shopping. Maybe I shall still be able to do some.of this, but I
may ben held up and have to delay sending you anything for the
Christmas season until later.However I stil} have a hope that I may be
able to find something, say, some time next week.

We have all been very sorry to read about the various
misfortunes that have befallen Italy beth from the disastrous weather,
from the strikes and the students' difficulties. The weather was yours
of cource and we have not had anything like it, though it has been here
a rabher cold, sunless and generally inclement year. But the discontent
and disorder, especially among students, seem to be acute all over the
world, and we have our shere of it, though Cambridge has so far been
less advercsely affected by it than a good many other Universities.

Even here.students are demanding to be given places on the College
Councils and other Governm bodies, and in some places and to some
extent they are getting them. When they do get on these bodies it is
pretty certain that they will be bored =tiff by a greatlamount of long -
winded and uninteresting talk.In some places, as I say, such agthe
London School of Economicg, Birmingham and pergaps Sussex, the student$
are much more vociferous and much more actively antagonisiic to existi
Governing Bodies. Our newspapers are full of stories of the same kind
of thing all over the world. Much pf 1t. like a lot of other movements
that are producing a.great amount of trouble,seems to have started off
in America. Or it may be that the disorder among the young is maibly a
reflaxion or imitation of divisions and disagreements between various
more or less conflicting national policies and aspirations. What the
ultimate upshot can be, and whether there is any chance of improvement
without some more serious clash of interests I do not know. And ordinary
people, as we are, can do little except hope for the best.

Well,.2ll this is not much of a topic for a Christmas letter,
and I had better stop writing about it and turn to other.matters. You
will probably remember the Master of St.John's College, Boys Snith.

He has decided to retire at the end of the present year, for he is not
now particularly well. Who the next Master will be I have no idea, but
if I am still going stronzg when he gets elected,he will be the fifth
successgive lMaster to be elected since I camgto the College. This will
8?’tﬂetp%ﬁébw% somewhat unusual record. I am still not the most elderly




of the Fellows. There is one Mr Cunningham, whom you may have met, who
ie older but still very active: I think he is now 85 or 86. But I
believe I am next to him in age.

There are other changes. As I believe you know the
Welfords have sone to Adelaide, where he has become a Professor. I have
had a letter from him, and they seem to have settled down very well,
and to appreciate the change. Welford's book, 28 you may have seen, is
publicshed.It is called Fundamentals of Skill, and is a large and expenive
volume of about 400 pages. Most of it is I think a review and criticism
of other peoples' work, but I have not yet read very much of it. There is,
of course quite a lot about his contention that on the executive side
the C.N.S. is able to deal with only one set of impulses at a time.
I am myself not quite convinved yet that he is right about this.But
he seems to make out a fairly strong case.

Problems of skill are very much up in the psychologiczl
world at present, as you will well know. Professor Jeromy Bruner from
Harvard was here about a fortnight ago, full of the very interesting
experiments they have bed4n doing on the detailed .experimental study of
developing directing movements of grasping and searching as they occur
in very young children. I think this is extremely interesting and it
seems to provide a reasonably strong case for the position that much of
the skilled performance wiith words, in thinking out problems, for
example, is based very much on earlier bodily acquisitions.

I often wonder how your own work is getting #hd on and
whether, with all the other unavoiliable preoccupations of your academ¥®
life, you can give it proper attention. I hsall be glad to hear.

Denis has now returned to Cambridge, to take up the editorship
of one of the leading scientific journals connected with his line of
genetic research. It is quite a good job and we think he will do it veyy
well. At the moment he is living with us, but he has acquired a flat and
will be moving into it I expect before very long.

I hope 211 goes well with all of you. Give Mary's and my kin d
remembrances to youwwife and to Claudia and Marko. I hear regularly from
the Institute people in Milan, and they often.send an invitation to me
to visit them again; but I fear that is not possible. As far ag' [
can judge they s eem to be doing some very good work.

We read, 2s I had intended to say earlier, that in your latest
inundations, Padua was partly under water. We hope tht you did not
suffer yourselves from this. The spot where ve usually had lunch in
Venice was flooded out in the pictures which we saw. It must have been
all very worrying.

This doesn't seem to be a very cheerful letter, but the best
of wishes to you, and I trust 1969 will see great improvements for
us all

LI




161 Huntingdon, Road,
Cambridge, Fngland.
Jan 225 1963.

Pear Faboio. =
The wine has aJll been csafely delivered (the final batch
yesterday) and in perfect condition. Thank you very much: we are deeply
grateful. I think it is wonderful of ycu to send it, and it puts
me deeply into yeur debt once more. We enjoy drinking it very much
and so do favoured visitors if or when they arrive. I will see that it
is treated according to your instructions. The sweets also arrived
this morning and I am sure we shall greatly enjoy them. There was no
payment of any kind to be made for any of the parcels, and so all
your arrangements were carried out according to your plan, and once
again for all the trouble havr taken, as well as for your kind
thoughts, very many thanks.
Ve were sorry to hear that you contracted a cold, or' maybe flu, on
your way back fros here: I hope my clumsiness in deluging you with
w 'm tea had nothing to do with thés, and that you have now made a perfedf
recovery. I have had my share too, but not at all a bad one. We had a
very cold spell with much snow just after Christmas, and I got a
rather severe lumbago, or something of that sort,which made moving about
very painful and difficult. I must also have managed to get a slight
infection of some sort, not bad endugh to be called flu, and co I had
some days indoors. However all is well again now, and once again I can =
sally forth to town, most days to do the necessary shopping. It has
fortunately become mild agzain, and so, I hope, it will continue.
Mary haﬂkept pretty well I amglad to say, and vastly better
than she was thils time last year. We had Denis for Cbristmas, and an
extremely happy and successfulltime, with a special film and tape
recording from Hugh and his wife in Australia. There, as in most other
places they seem to be smitten with strikes, and the last one has been
a prolomged postal struggle, which has or vented any letters from
reaching us from them for severzl weeks. we had a telegream, to mark AT
Mary's birthday, last week so obviously they are well
4«We thouzht your last letter was a particularly interdsting one,
and sopfrom your English having deteriorated, it seemed to both of us to
be better than ever. I hope that your lecture at Frankfurt was a great
success. I have not seen Zangwill since you were here, but I fear that he
may meet with some difficulty in arranging for money to recoup you
for the proposed lecture here this year. As your probably know the
devaluation, and all sorts of Government muddles have made thingd diffica-
1t, and we are in, I am afraid, for a rather stiff and maybe unpleasant
couple of years in England. However I will find out soon what chances 34
there may be of reaching any sort of a satisfactory arrangement. In any
case of course we shall be delighted to see you again whenever you
find it possible to come.
After your letter arrived I called at Heffers to find out about
the paper backs, They received your order all right, and also the
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have been in the post, whether here or in Italy of course I don't

know. I called also at ‘the other booksellers to find out about

the Nicholson Diary. Apparently they had no recosd, but they said

that the mistake must have been their own, and so of

cource no charge would be made. So this extra book does not cost either
of us anything, and is all to the good. Harold Nacholson was a very
influential person, and his record is said to be well worth

reading. I remember his cominy to the Lab here some time during the
second war, and we had a long talk, but I have completely forgotten

what this was all about. I know I liked him a lot.

I am very glad that Marco has now found something really
interesting ‘to do. I have long wished that I had a better knowledge
of mathematics. Actually I find myself apparently quite well
able to understand mathematical srguments, at least of the more
logival kind, but a duffer at actually working out the detailed
problems, and this is apt topé. as you will well, know, a drawback
to the proper appreciation of a good deal of current psychology,
as well as in other fields. I hope your Factor Anayysis studies are well
on the way to their appearance ‘in a proper book form. You may like
to have a copy of my Rememberivng paperback, for record, or for your
Department, and so I will send you one, but no doubt there will be the
usual delay in the post. I think the C.U.Ptess have made a very
good joh of producing it.

Please give our kind regards and good wishes to Claudia,
to your wife and moticr-in-law and also to your Secretary. Mg I send
remembeanees too to yo r ctudents whom I met. I did not forget that

sgid T would se d them ongd or two books I thought I had about
deaf, or partially ‘dcaf, children, and I searched for these books
but ould not find them. I am sorry about this, a d think I must
have passed them on to somebody else already.
Qur love to you all and thank you again,

S
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161 Huntingdon Road
Cambridge, FEngland,
April 2.

Dear Fabio,

Mary and I have lately been reminding ourselves that a
year ago we were in Italy. By now the Padova ceremonies were over,
we had had our deligzhtful “unday excursion which you fixed up, and

we were in Venice, in fine and warm weather. I was not particularly

fit, but still able to enjoy the beautifu#ltalian scene, and in

retrospect the visit now seems to have been an outstending
success. Fortunately we have got over the worst of the winter
now, though snow fell heavily in the North of England last night,
and I have been very well throughout the coldér months, and hope
to continue so now that summer is near again. Our gerden is gay with flow
_ers and the grass is very green and once more needing to be mown.
We were both very pleased to get your letter which came at the

last week-end, in spite of its story of overwork and of claims upon
your time of one kind add another. I wonder whether you finally decided
against going to Africa. I hope not, for I am sure you would find it
a most interestingtrip and z21lso be able to do a lot of good,talking about
your work to the Ethiopian audience. Maybe it is to come off a little
lzter. I can well realise that the thought of having to prepare

special contribution to the Symposium at Konstenz must be rather
dsunting, when you have 2 lot of other things to do as well. I too
have hed to face that kind of a2 situation from time to time in past
days, a2nd have never relished it. However I have no doubt that if you
do finally decide to go and take a leading part in the discussion
you will in the end enjoy it and make what we call "a good show".
When you see him give Metzger my kind regards.

I had not realised that Dr Welford was due to visit you =o

early in the yeer as this. I hope his visit went well, and that,

in his rather deliberate way, he produced a good discussion. I think
his (and otheré?'Single Channel Theory' is interesting but hardly




yet fully established. There can be no doubt that the principles of
selectivity of the C.N.5., whether for reception or action{are of
the greatest importance, but their temporal limits may be less strict than
the single channel views would appesr to require. Of course this links up
in various ways, as they well know, with memory, or quasi-memory,
problems that still reoquire further study. However Welford mekes out
a good case in experimental terms, though I do not think that he
is himself doing very much in the way &f original experiment at the
moment. I am very fond of him, and I think he is good, end his wife too
who was in the 'womens' National service in the Army duting the War
and who then came to special classes in my Laboratory which were being
held to train people for psychological work having some military
significance. I got a letter yesterday from Malcolm Jeeves who has
also visited you. He is thinking or returning to a job in this country
if possible and leaving Australia after a very successful seven or
eight years there.

We may also get our son Hugh and his wife back here for a while
in the summer. He has been given a commission by the Firm he works for

to visit U.S.A., thus country, Cenada and perhaps S.America in order

to find our vhat is happening in the way of the most modern dqyel—

opments of television transmitters. We dont't know when thisAwill
be or for how long he may be here, but most likely it may be some
time in May, June or July. As you know some of my former students
have decided to establish a 'Sir Frederic Bartlett Lectureship'
to commemorate my arrival at the advanced aze of 80(if I should get
thereﬁ. The first of these lectures is to be given here in Cambridge
on July 12, and the lecturer will be Professor 0ldfield who was, as
you know one of my people. Hugh is rather hoping to be here vhen
this comes off, but we don't know whether he will manage it or not.
It is, of course, a great honowr and I do much appreciate it.

1 did realise that the inter4sting article on transparency was a draft

and not a completed paper, but I am now very glad to know that you
think_ that{ the comm nts,é made were not wqolly off the point. The

tin 3] 51 was £00 nd hould think that wh
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resuot will be full of interest and I hope you may puhlish it in

this country.I can well realise thet, with all the other things you

have to do, you must be hard put to it to find the proper time for
original research which takes a good bit longer in biological, and
especially in psychologicel fields, than in some other directions.
Couodn't you put a bit more on some of your assistantsﬁ I suppocse not, as
they have their own aspirations, and their way to make; but it is ﬁbfeat
pity taht your #on time has to be so much teken up witdmatters of a
rather routine kind.

As you will know here we have been thrown into the muddle and
confusion of a General Electkon. This has not in fzct made much difference
to Cambridge where everything went off with very little commotion
or disturbance. We ourselves are by no means pleased with the
over-all result, though it could have been worse. I don't like the
present Prime Minister, or trusqhim very much, and I think modern
politics anyway is a poor affair, and mainly a2 fight for power and money.
'zhe best brains seem to me now to go for scientific studies and in the -
main rather to keep out of politicel struggles. However, no matter
what we may think of it we are now landed with a Labour Government for
the next five years, and what they will make of their opportunities
I would not care to guess.

From time to time, mostly in celebration of some special

occasion we open a bottle of your lovely wine, and gretly enjoy its bouque
A

2nd flavour. We like everything we have tried, and always toast you
and send off our thanks to you and to the Italian vineyards.

I hope that Claudia, still in Sicily until after next week, is
continuing to have a very good holidsy there, and that the snow has A
long disappeared. My kind remembrances also to Marco, and I trust that bot
his music and his phildsophical studies are going well, Very kind regardsA
also from us both to your wife 2nd to your mother-in-law, and I hope that
they are very well. Also, if, or when you see them remember us to

Rachel and Umberto. We had a card from them where they were having a
holidlay not long ago. No doubt they are back at work again now.




The Milan Institute continue to send me a conciderable amount of

literature, most of it rather detailed accounts of research, and so far

as I am able to judge a good deal of this is excellent. I ¥MMK think they
have made a considerable success of this enterprize and deserve a lot of s
support. As you probably know they are now entirely free from
any direct influence from Cohen Séét, and although he was very kind to
me, and it was through him that I first got to know you, I must admit
that I consider that to be a%ood thing. Their Journal, Icon, also
seems to me to have improved considerably and to be getting some
very good papers for publication.

I must bring this rather long and rambling letter to a close.
We are always glad to hear from you, but I can rea{ise well, I must
say again, that you are very much pushed with so many other things to do.
But let as hope tha {j as the summer goes on you may get some relief

and be able to y a little leisure and have time for more ouiet

enjoyment of life.

Yours affectionately,

>

St




161 Huntingdon Road,
Cambridge CB3 ODH.
Cambridge,

England,

My dear Fabio,
This as you see will be a short letter only in

partial reply to your welcome letter which came last week-end. I am
very glad to hear that you have been awarded a Nato srant to go
to U.S.A. on a lecturing tour. I think the list of people that
you say you have writien to contains most of the n mames 45 ¢
leading psycholegists in Americawhom I now know, for it is a gbod
many years since I was there. Possibly however you might like to add
Professor Arthur Melton, Michigzan University, Professor E.R. Hilgard
Berkley, California, Professor J.Z.Szafran, University of
Southern California, Los Angeles, Professor Roger Russell, but I have
forgotten his address for the moment. If Padua has a reference book of
the learned professions you could find Russell's address from thet,
and it might be worth while to look up Columbia University, New
York, Duke University, the University of South Carolina. An intimzation
to the Organising Secretary of the American Psychological Association
that you have this grant and would welcome invitations to lecture
mizht be well worth while, except thzt you might be snowed under
with invitations. But it is easy enough to say "no" if you get
too many, There is a very good University at Houston (I believe
it is) in Texas, if you want to have a look at that prt of America,
byt I don't remember who is the principal psychologist there now. It
used to be Dallenbach, but I thin he has died. Probably once it
gets generally known that you are going you will get more invitations
than you can accept, as I used to do. If I think of more people
to contact I will let you know. I enjoyed a viait to Brown
University in New England but I do not know who is in charge there
now. Anyway I hope you will emjoy your visit as much as I did mine,
but you will also probably find it a bit tiring and you had' better
allow yourself some free days.

All's well here in the private and personal sectors, though
in a public sense we are less happy. The last few days have been
pleasant with quite a lot 1 sun, and it is even a little warm.
The Spring flowers are already looking a bit happier, but they are very
late this year and should have been in flower some time ago.

I am not surprised that you think of giving the London Conference
a miss. I don't like big Conferences myself and am not proposing to
go to any of the meetings, but I expect there will be an official visit
to Cambridge and I shall probably see a good may people whom I know.
Several have written to say that they expect to come’

I had a letter some time ago from Miss Cavazutti and I think she
would like to have her translation of Remembering back; but she may
already have written to you about that. The Cambridge Press seem to have
sold a very large quantity of the new Paperback form, and I fear they wou A\
not be at all likely to be willing to reduce the excessive gharge that




they want to make for any translation.

Mary is prp tty well and sends you all her kind regards. DPenis O
still very busy with his flat, and I think it will soon be fit for frr
m to go there to live.

If there is any other way in which I can be help in 2
regard to your American visit, please let me know. Anthing I coild do woM
be a pleasure to me, o

Yours ever, ‘

[~
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